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Sir Eclmuncl Bnrton, Pre- 
mier of. the Australian Com- 
monwealth, receivecl a t  the 
Hotel Cecil a deputation 
of ladies -representing the 
Nibtiond Associtttion for  the 
Promotion of Women’s Suff- 
rage on Thursday, July 31st. 
Among those who attenclod 
were the Countess of Aber- 

.clcen, Mrs. Awton. the Ladv  Frances Balfour. Miss 
,Ihlen Blacldkwn, ’ Miss A&ie Leigh Brown;, Mrs. 
,Brylmt, D.Sc., Miss  Cons, Mrs. Russell Coolre, 
Mrs. Donohoe, Ws. Fawcett, LL.D., Miss Qurney, 
I\liss Rosalind Paget, Mrs. Sclmrlieb, M.D., M.S., , 

.the L d y .  I-Ienry Solnerset, Miss Stone, Hon. Mrs. 
A. T. Lyttelton; Lady Onslow, Miss Edit11 Palliser,  and 
Mrs. Wcstldie. Lady Onslow having introduced the 
deputation, Mrs. Fnwcett presented nncl read the 
follolving  addyess :- 
“ S&,-We xenturc to cspress to you, the oficial 

.representtttive of the Commonwc;dth of Australia, the 
interest m d  gratification with which me have noted 
the  recent adoption of women’s  suffrage as part of 
the electoral system of the Federated Parliament of 
this importimt group of States. 

“ Severd of us hwe for  numy years worked in sup- 
port of the principle of women’s suffrage in the 
Wnited Kingdom. W e  claim tlmt wherever it has 
been adopted it has worked well, that former 

supporters, :md that none of the evils confidently 
opponents h ~ v e  been converted by esperience into 

predicted of it before its adoption have attended its 
actual working. We shdl be glad to  learn  your ex- 
perience on these points. 

“We have naturally w:Ltched with peculiar in- 
tercst  the gradually increasing strength of the prin- 
ciple of molnen’s suKr;tge in Britain beyond the seas. 
Its  adoption in New Zealnnd in 1893, South Aus- 
trdia  in 1894, Western Australia in 1899, ~~zLt.fol-. .. 
lowed within the  last few  meelts in  the Common- 
wealth of Australis, affords us the greatest  and mosb 
pxcticd encouragement me htwe yet receivecl, and 
nmteridly  strengthens our denland for women’s 
suffmgc in this country, fol* i t  csnuot be inaintained 
that  the womun of the United Kingdom are unworthy 
to share in privileges which hme been entrusted, 
with the  dmost unanilnous approval of the whole 
ccmmunity, to their sisters in the Colonies. 

nlnong US t o  thank you for the lead given to  the 
01~1 country by ydur esan~ple, t o  ~ s l r  you for any 
illfornlation you may possess as to the prospects of 
\yolnen’s suffrnge in such of the  Austrliitn  States as 
11:lr.e not yet adopted it (i.e., Victoria, New South 
\V;&les,  T>tsm:vnis, and Queensland), and to  request 
YOU to  estend your sympathy ancl support  to US in 
oLlr efforts to  secure a similar reform in the United 
ICingclom. ” 

We take  this opportunity of your presence . 

Sir E. Bnrton, in reply, said that Bills relating t o  
mo111en’s  SuftiiLge  h:rd a h i d y  passed through  the Lower 
Houses of New South Wdes  and Victoria, which con- 
tained between them 68 or 69 per cent. Of the popda- 
tion of the Conmlonwealtll, and the success of the 
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